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MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2020 – DR. ANGELA STENT  

Angela E. Stent is a foreign policy expert specializing in US and European relations with Russia 
and Russian foreign policy. She is Professor of Government and Foreign Service at Georgetown 
University and director of its Center for Eurasian, Russian, and East European Studies. Stent is 
also a non-resident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. She has served in the Office of 
Policy Planning in the US State Department and as National Intelligence Officer for Russia and 
Eurasia.  

Just before the U.S. election, Dr. Stent’s lecture on Putin and Russia will be particularly 

relevant. In her latest book, Putin’s World: Against the West and with the Rest, she 

dissects how Putin created a paranoid and polarized world -- and increased Russia's 

status on the global stage. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2020 – To Be Announced  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 – MR. RICHARD SKOLNIK  

Richard Skolnik has more than 40 years of experience in international development and Global 
Health work and is the author of the widely used textbook, Global Health 101, third edition. 
Skolnik spent 25 years at the World Bank, retiring as the Director for Health and Education for 
the South Asia Region.  

Mr. Skolnik addressed SWAC exactly one year ago, December 2019, and he warned us of 

a potential global pandemic. He will be back for a “return engagement” to update us on 

whatever the situation will be by then and maybe to make some predictions for the 

future.  

JANUARY 26, 2021 – AMBASSADOR FREDERICK BARTON  

Frederick "Rick" Barton is a United States diplomat, educator and author. He served as the 
founding Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Operations at 
the U.S. Department of State and is the Co-Director of the Scholars in the Nation's Service 
Initiative. He taught at the Woodrow Wilson School from 2001-5, and returned in 2015 to lead 
Junior Task Forces that cover the prevention of conflict, post war reconstruction, stabilization 
and peace building. His book “Peace Works - America's Unifying Role in a Turbulent World” 
was published by Rowman & Littlefield in 2018. Earlier in his career, Barton was the first 
Assistant Secretary of State for Conflict and Stabilization Operations, U.S. Ambassador to the 



Economic and Social Council of the U.N., Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees at UNHCR, 
and founding Director of USAID's Office of Transition Initiatives.  

Ambassador Barton is dedicated to promoting peaceful, democratic change and just 

after the U.S. election, regardless of who is President, will address America’s strategies 

for refugees and post war conflict resolution.  

FEBRUARY 23, 2021—DR. MICHAEL O’HANLON  

Michael Edward O'Hanlon is a Senior Fellow and Director of Research in Foreign Policy at the 
Brookings Institution, where he specializes in U.S. defense strategy, the use of military force, 
and American national security policy. He is also an adjunct professor at Columbia, 
Georgetown, and Syracuse University, and a member of the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies. In 2011-2012, O’Hanlon served as a member of the external advisory board 
at the CIA. His latest books include “The Senkaku Paradox: Risking Great Power War over 
Limited Stakes” (Brookings 2019); “Beyond NATO: A New Security Architecture for Eastern 
Europe” (Brookings 2017); and “Strategic Reassurance and Resolve: U.S.-China Relations in the 
21st Century” (with Jim Steinberg, Princeton 2014). O’Hanlon has written hundreds of op-eds 
in leading newspapers, and his articles have appeared in Foreign Affairs, The National 
Interest, Survival, Washington Quarterly, Joint Forces Quarterly, and International Security. 
From 1982 to 1980, he served as in the Peace Corps in Congo/Kinshasa (Zaire). 

Dr. O’Hanlon will speak on rebuilding and restructuring security alliances to address new 

global power relations and challenges.  

MARCH 22, 2021 – MR. RICHARD FONTAINE  

Richard Fontaine is the Chief Executive Officer of the Center for a New American Security 
(CNAS) and served as its President from 2012-19. The U.S. and China are in a competition to 
shape the rules and values of the 21st century. At stake is whether the prevailing international 
order endures, or whether Beijing’s vision—a world defined by great power spheres of 
influence, state-driven economic interactions, and creeping authoritarianism—will become the 
global reality. Areas of focus for the CNAS Asia-Pacific Security Program in 2020 include 
blunting China’s digital expansion and addressing Beijing’s growing diplomatic and economic 
footprint in the Middle East. Prior to his work with CNAS, Fontaine was foreign policy advisor 
to Senator John McCain and worked at the State Department, the National Security Council, 
and on the staff of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Mr. Fontaine also currently serves 
as Executive Director of the Trilateral Commission and has been an adjunct professor in the 
Security Studies Program at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service.  

Mr. Fontaine will update SWAC on “whatever the situation” appears to be in our 

interactions with China next March. U.S. relations with China will be interesting, for sure, 

by then. 


